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Ukrainian photographer spotlights the fragile superpowers of
nuclear power in a new exhibition

How do we tame the superpowers of technology — and is it possible? SUPERPOWER — Ghosts
of the Atomic Age is a new photo-documentary exhibition at Dark Gallery CPH, opening on 29
September. Here, Ukrainian photographer Oleksandr Martemianov questions whether we can
tame nuclear technology. With his analogue large-format camera, Martemianov has registered 23
nuclear power plants, highlighting the fragile superpowers of nuclear energy in his exhibition,
which includes the recent headline-grabbing Russian occupation of the Zaporizhzhia nuclear
power plant in Ukraine to Sweden’s Barsebédck and Germany's Krimmel nuclear power stations
close to Danish boarders.

Explosive subject secretly photographed

Over the past 4 years, Ukrainian photographer Oleksandr Martemianov has travelled Europe to
document disused nuclear power plants with his analogue large-format camera — 23 locations
in total. He has often had to photograph them surreptitiously to the best of his ability, since the
caretakers of many decommissioned power stations prefer them to remain out of the public
eye, and several of the plants are closed to the press and public. Desktop research has also
been part of the photographer’s investigation, and he has spoken to some of the surprisingly
few people tasked with guarding Europe’s defunct nuclear power plants.
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The forgotten history of nuclear power

In his first solo exhibition, the 33-year-old Sweden-based photographer and engineer unfolds
the uneasy and entangled history of these nuclear power plants and the consequences they
have had to society and human life. He poses the question: Are we as a society able to handle
the complex, potent and impactful technology that we ourselves create — also in the future? A
question that seems particularly relevant in a time when the energy crisis and war in Europe
have revived old discussions both for and against nuclear power, and where artificial
intelligence is reshaping our familiar notions of the scope and impact of our complex
technologies.

Aging but highly potent technology

SUPERPOWER showcases both the civilian and military aspects of the history of nuclear power
— from the Krimmel plant in Schleswig-Holstein, Germany, where the local population
experienced an increase in leukemia cases, to the Zaporizhzhya nuclear power plant in Ukraine,
which has recently suffered attack by Russian occupation forces. Martemianov's extensive
photo-documentary project sets out to investigate an aging, yet still highly potent technology
and delves into the often secretive, questionable operations of these ghosts of the past, which,
for better or worse, still have a great impact on the lives of many people.

From Chornobyl to Barsebéck

Photographer Oleksandr Martemianov grew up in the aftermath of nuclear disaster close to the
infamous nuclear power plant in Chornobyl in Ukraine and was born four years after the
incident. Later he relocated to Sweden, not far from the controversial nuclear power plant
Barseback, where he lives and works today.

‘Although | grew up close to Chornobyl during a time when nuclear power was increasingly
seen as a threat, I've sought to keep an open mind about the pros and cons of the technology.
As an engineer, | am perhaps less afraid of technology in general. However, | find the politics
and vested interests that surround this field of technology the most disturbing aspects of all.
You need to ask yourself if we, as a society, can handle such complex technologies,” says
Martemianov.

Meet the photographer at Dark Gallery CPH

SUPERPOWER is the photographer’s first solo exhibition and takes place at Dark Gallery CPH
in Copenhagen, which is dedicated to analogue photography and photo documentary and aims
to offer immersive, slow storytelling. The gallery has three unique Dark Spaces where visitors, in
this case, bring light to the rooms themselves by using the flashlight in their mobile phones to
experience the subtleties of the exhibits, such as Soviet-era maps of Europe’s nuclear power
plants. On 20 and 21 October, visitors can meet Oleksandr Martemianov in person at the
gallery for a chat about his project. On 5 November at 15:00, the gallery will also host a public
talk with Oleksandr Martemianov and physicist Jon Hindsgaul Hansen on the subject: Are we
as a society able to control the complex super technologies we create?

Download high-resolution and low-resolution press images
here.
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Exhibition facts

Exhibition period: 29 September — 25 November 2023.
Opening hours: Thursday-Friday at 12:00-17:30
Saturdays: 11:00-156:30

Dark Gallery CPH
Ryesgade 103 B
DK-2100 Copenhagen
(+45) 2033 4926

www.darkgallery.dk

Events + talks

+ Meet the photographer: 20 + 21 October during opening hours.
« Talk with Oleksandr Martemianov and Jon Hindsgaul Hansen: Nov 5 at 15:00

Press contact:

Christine Almlund +45 3137 7223
press@copenhagenphotofestival.com

COPENHAGEN PHOTO FESTIVAL

Copenhagen Photo Festival works year-
round to promote photography as an art
form and media of documentation by
supporting and strengthening
photography initiatives across the Danish
and international world of photography
through festival activities, rentals, editorial
efforts, curatorial consultancy services,
PR and marketing of photo-related
initiatives.
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ABOUT THE PHOTOGRAPHER - BIO

Oleksandr Martemianov (born 1990) grew up in Novohrad-Volynskyi (today Zviahel), Ukraine — 200 km
from the Chornobyl nuclear power plant in Ukraine. He was born four years after the catastrophic
reactor meltdown at the plant, which caused extensive radiation contamination. In 2016, Oleksandr
moved with his wife to Sweden, initially settling only 15 km from the now closed Barseback nuclear
power plant. Oleksandr Martemianov is trained as both a photographer and a mechanical engineer.

Training
2021 Victor Maruschenko School of Photography. Kyiv, Ukraine.
2013 Mechanical Engineering at Kyiv Polytechnic Institute. Kyiv, Ukraine.

Group exhibitions

2021 Laboratory of Contemporary Art of Mystetskyi arsenal. Contact Attempt. Kyiv, Ukraine
2021 RA Gallery. MS:2021. Kyiv, Ukraine

2022 ARC Gallery. The Invisible Costs of War. Chicago, USA

www.martemianov.com

Additional information about the project
Nuclear power plants that Oleksandr Martemianov has visited and photographed:

Brokdorf (KBR). Schleswig-Holstein, Tyskland * Agesta (R3/Adam). Stockholm, Sverige * Krimmel
(KKK). Schleswig-Holstein, Tyskland * Stade (KKS). Niedersachsen, Tyskland * Unterweser (KKU).
Niedersachsen, Tyskland * Barseback. Skane, Sverige * Brunsbuttel (KKB), Schleswig-Holstein,
Tyskland + Oskarshamn. Kalmar, Sverige * Greifswald (KKW). Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, Tyskland *
Philippsburg (KKP). Baden-Wirttemberg, Tyskland + Obrigheim (KWO). Baden-Wiirttemberg,
Tyskland « Mihleberg (KKM). Bern, Schweiz * Lucens (VAKL). Vaud, Schweiz * Fessenheim. Grand Est,
Frankrig * Superphénix (SPX). Auvergne-Rhéne-Alpes, Frankrig * Phénix. Occitania, Frankrig + Biblis
(KWB). Hessen, Tyskland « Wiirgassen (KWW). Nordrhein-Westfalen, Tyskland * Kahl (VAK). Bayern,
Tyskland « THTR-300. Nordrhein-Westfalen, Tyskland + Milheim-Karlich (KMK). Rheinland-Pfalz,
Tyskland * Grohnde (KWG). Niedersachsen, Germany * Helmholtz-Zentrum Hereon, Schleswig-
Holstein, Tyskland
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